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2019 ANNUAL VESTRY MINUTES
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING OF CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY
4322 WELLINGTON STREET, VERDUN, QUEBEC
Held on Sunday, February 24th, 2019
Signing of Vestry Register, Opening Prayer and Welcome.
The meeting was called to order at approximately 11:08 am with an opening prayer by Reverend Brian
Perron.
29 in attendance.
Regrets: Rev. Annie Ittoshat, Meghan McCullough, Therèse Duc-Léonard, Kim Rozon, Gail Gollan,
Shirley Harbour, Ben and Sylvie Waring, Joy and Ron Yeoman, Susan and John Kinack, Irene Maskell,
Susan Johnson, Orville Burrowes

Agenda
It was moved by Wendy McCullough and seconded by Steve Gilson that the Agenda be accepted.
Motion carried.

Nomination of Vestry Clerk.
Steve Gilson nominated Brenda Brazier as Vestry Clerk, seconded by Anne Habbick. Acclaimed.

Minutes of 2018 Meeting.
It was moved by Sandra Sorel, seconded by Joyce Laduke, that the minutes of the 2018Vestry Meeting be
adopted as circulated.
Motion carried.

Incumbent’s Report.
It was moved by Jason Crawford, seconded by Ken Reason, that the Incumbent’s Report be adopted as
distributed,
Motion carried.

Wardens’ Report
A message from the Wardens deferring the vote on the pews was delivered by Brenda Brazier. Jean
Willcocks spoke in favour of this amendment.
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It was moved by Jean Willcocks, seconded by Christine McCallum, that the Wardens’ Report with
amendment be adopted.
Motion carried.

Auditors’ Report
It was moved by Wendy McCullough, seconded by Christine McCallum, that the Auditors’ Report be
accepted. Motion carried.

Finance Report
Meeting quorum not met so vote on the budget deferred to next Sunday.
Renovation bills of $41,000 in 2018, money taken from Anglican Balanced Fund.
Church budget depends on the following sources of income:
dividends from above fund, which vary with the stock market, about $4,500-$5,000 quarterly
worship offerings
rental income-this amount has been increased in the budget
Key points- salaries, gas heating are increasing. Building repairs are costly. Verger salary increase and
funding for the senior mission have been approved by the corporation.
Brenda Brazier stressed the importance of using the upstairs space to supplement our rental incomes.
Deborah Rice expressed her thanks to the corporation and auditors on behalf of the congregation.
It was moved by Ken Reason, seconded by Evelyn Wakeling that the Finance Report be accepted.
Motion carried.

Envelope Secretary’s Report.
Average weekly contribution has decreased but Canada Helps online giving and non-envelope donations
are not reflected in this number. This will be modified next year.
New software is being purchased to help with the receipts.
It was moved by Joyce Laduke, seconded by Enzo De Benetti, that the Envelope Secretary’s Report be
adopted as corrected.
Motion carried.

Parish Statistics
The Parish figures for 2018 were presented. The average attendance is now 63.7.

Deacons’ Report
Brenda Brazier thanked Deacon Jean on behalf of the congregation for the memorial tribute to Deacon
Seymour Smith. He is greatly missed.
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It was moved by Jason Crawford, seconded by Gordon Melbrew, that the Deacons’ Report be adopted as
distributed, Motion carried.

Reports of Parish Organizations.
Sunday School- Three of the Sunday School attendees are now preparing for confirmation. Wendy
McCullough suggested the church look at offering activities to keep the youth engaged.
Building Committee-Steve Gilson summarized the repair situation on behalf of the committee.
Roof repairs were done at cost resulting in savings of $15,000. The contract for the remaining repairs is
being offered to this contractor.
Awaiting estimate from the insurance claims adjustor for remaining work. 2 stages to the work.
Firstly, 2 walls upstairs have to be re-studded, insulated and plastered. Wiring will be done while the wall
is open to prepare the space for future use. Hopeful that it can be finished before Easter. A professional
cleaning of the space, as well as a liturgical cleaning (polishing and cleaning of linens) will be necessary.
Second part of the repairs is to the Korean office and downstairs areas. The repair crew has worked
around our rental schedule to minimize disruption.
It was moved by Wendy McCullough, seconded by Karen Gilson, that the Reports of Parish Committees
be adopted en bloc as distributed.
Motion carried.

Incumbent’s Appointments
Reverend Brian Perron made the following appointments:
Rector’s Warden

Barbara McColgan

Deputy Rector’s Warden

Shirley Harbour, Cornelia Penner

Men’s Fellowship Committee

vacant

Parish Communicator

vacant

Report of Nominating Committee
On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Meghan McCullough and Brenda Brazier put forth the
following nominations:
People’s Warden

Gail Gollan

Deputy People’s Wardens

Susan Johnson, Brenda Brazier

Synod Delegate

Lynn Shepherd

Alternate Synod Delegate

Cornelia Penner

PWRDF Representative

Jean Willcocks

Auditors

Ken Reason, Lise Gosse

Envelope Secretary

Cornelia Penner

It was moved by Steve Gilson, seconded by Gordon Melbrew, that nominations cease.
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Motion carried.

Election
As all position were by acclamation, an election was not required.

Chalice Servers
The following have accepted to be Chalice Administrators for the year 2019.

Gail Gollan, Wendy McCullough, Betty Brow, Lynn Shepherd, Christine McCallum, Cornelia
Penner, Enzo DeBenetti, Barbara McColgan, Jim Shepherd, Deborah Rice, Jason Crawford.
It was moved by Enzo De Benetti, seconded by Steve Gilson, that these names be accepted.
Motion carried.

New business
Bernice Clarke noted that donations at coffee hour and the community lunches are used to buy supplies
such as coffee and tea, and she urged the congregation to be generous so that these activities can continue
without a budget shortfall.
Father Brian spoke about how Epiphany is a prime location for doing the work of the Lord in this
community. The renters pay rent but also enrich the community with the work they are doing, which
complements the work of the church. He encouraged us to interact with these groups. We have used the
Anglican Balanced Fund to improve the safety of our church building, but our budget of approximately
$150,000 remains tenuous. We are at a pivot point and to secure the future our attendance and giving to
the church should be non-negociable.

Adjournment
It was moved byAnne Habbick, seconded by Glycene Burrowes, that the meeting be adjourned at 12:10
pm. Motion carried.
The meeting ended with The Grace.
Respectfully submitted.
Brenda Brazier, Vestry Clerk
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INCUMBENTS REPORT
"Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always
for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have
been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of
our Lord Jesus Christ."
1 Corinthians 1: 3-7
This passage from Paul’s first Letter to the Church in Corinth was one of the readings for our tenth
anniversary celebration on January 18, 2020. But I would say it would be what has been in my thoughts
and prayers for Epiphany since I spent my summer here for my student placement in 2014. Epiphany very
much left a mark on my heart. And I give thanks for being asked to come and be with you again as your
priest. To work alongside you and to journey with you through your joys and sorrows. It is a gift and a
honour.
Though I was not with you for most of 2019, I know that good work has been done within these walls.
People have been welcomed, fed and taught. Changes have happened, some that have brought joy but also
that have caused grief and sadness. New people have come to be among us for a short time or have
decided to stay. We have had to say goodbye. I give thanks for the good work that has been done at
Epiphany.
As we begin this journey in 2020, I ask for your prayers for our community and for the leadership team.
Epiphany is beginning a new chapter and with it comes transitions and a renewal of its mission and
ministry. I have posed a few questions in my sermons over the last few weeks, questions that we need to
face and to pray, think and take action on. This will give us direction and focus for Epiphany’s ministry in
this place, on Promenade Wellington and in Verdun.
I want to thank all of you for the warm welcome, for your trust and confidence in my leadership and
ministry. Thank you to Reverend Jean Willcocks and Reverend Jason Crawford for their amazing
ministry. Thank you to all of the community leaders: Barbara McColgan, Gail Gollan, Shirley Harbour,
Cornelia Penner, Brenda Brazier, Susan Johnson, Deborah Rice, Wendy McCullough and Gordon
Melbrew. Thank you to Steve Gilson and his music ministry.
I give thanks for all of you, knowing that in all that you do you are striving to serve God in this place.
Respectively submitted
The Rev’d Amy Hamilton
Interim Priest in Charge.
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WARDEN’S REPORT
2019 was another busy year at Church of the Epiphany. It is good to see the church so occupied on a
daily basis and it is a testament to the fact that it is a welcoming place for so many.
Our Handicraft and Knit-wit groups, book club, and our various dinners and sales continue to provide a
vital social component to our congregation as well as to others. We recognize and appreciate all of the
dedication and hard work put into our dinners and sales as well as into our monthly community lunches
which continue to attract many in the area. In addition, the church continues to be used by our valued
regular tenants: the Korean Community and Reclaim Literacy. We are grateful for the financial security
that these tenants provide. The church is also used regularly by Cine-Verdun, the Vegan Cooking group,
Growing Together, Army Cadets and by various other groups for less frequent events.
This year we said goodbye to Reverend Annie Ittoshat as she was elected Suffragan Bishop in The Arctic
Diocese. We are thankful for the time that she spent with us at Epiphany.
We were all happy to have the improvements to our roof and the repairs to the interior of the church
completed so that our services could continue upstairs.
It is nice to have the flexibility of several key areas of the building available to host multiple groups or
meetings at the same time. This has been working well, no small thanks to Wendy's organizational
dexterity and to everyone's efforts to communicate effectively together. The corporation put forward a
few options with respect to the removal of some of the pews towards the back of the church to make a
more flexible use of the space. The vestry meeting will be an opportunity to continue and hopefully
finalize our discussion about the pews.
We were very pleased and excited to celebrate our own Dr. Jason Crawford's ordination to the Diaconate
in late September. Congratulations again Jason! We appreciate all that you and Deacon Jean do.
As the year was drawing to a close, we learned that Reverend Brian Perron would no longer be our priest
as he had accepted a position as incumbent at St. Barnabas parish in St. Lambert. We were all sad to see
Brian and Joyce leave. The Church of the Epiphany will always remember all of the important
accomplishments that took place during the four years that Reverend Brian was here.
Naturally, this news and the timing of it were a bit of a concern. There were extra meetings held to
discuss the plan of action going forward and the wardens are grateful that Wendy and Deacons Jean and
Jason were also able to participate in these sessions and contribute a strong sense of "team". Challenges
such as this always serve to remind us that we are indeed a team, along with our congregation, and that
our sense of community and our perseverance shine through even when there is "no one" at the helm.
The silver lining is that in very short order we learned that Reverend Amy would be joining us! We feel
very fortunate in so many ways and are enjoying getting to know Amy and working with her. We met
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Amy when she was a student at the Church of the Epiphany during the summer of 2014 and are delighted
to have her here.
2019 has been a year of change. What hasn't changed though is our pride in the Church of the Epiphany,
in its members and in our role in the community. Our church is thriving in ways that truly do
matter. Thank you everyone for everything that you do as part of the Church of the Epiphany.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara McColgan -Rector's Warden

Gail Gollan -People's Warden

Shirley Harbour, Cornelia Penner

Susan Johnson, Brenda Brazier

-Deputy Rector's Wardens

-Deputy People's Wardens
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TREASURER REPORT
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ENVELOPE RECEIPT REPORT
The following are brief statistics for the Church of the Epiphany from January 1, 2019 until December 31,
2019:
In 2019 there were 65 contributing envelope holders, who made a total of 1,207 regular envelope
contributions. (Note that this does not include special contributions, including Easter, Christmas, Building
Fund, etc.)
There were also 31 people who made donations, but were non-envelope holders. This number represents
parishioners who do not want envelopes and also donations made by different friends of the church.
Below are the comparison statistics between envelope contribution giving in 2019 and 2018:

Total amount of
envelope giving in
2018

No. of envelope
contributors 2018
(64)

Under $100

Total amount of
envelope giving in
2019

No. of envelope
contributors in 2019
(65)

8

Up to $100

12

$101 to $250

13

$100.01 to $200

7

$251 to $500

12

$200.01 to $500

17

$501 to $1000

11

$500.01 to $1000

13

$1001 to $2000

14

$1000.01 to $2000

10

$2001 to $3000

1

$2000.01 to $3000

1

$3001 to $4000

1

$3000.01 to $4000

2

$4001 to $5,000

3

$4000.01 to $5000

2

Over $5,001

1

Over $5000

1

In 2019 there were also 6 people making recurring monthly donations through CanadaHelps for amounts
ranging from $5 to $120.
Respectfully submitted,
Cornelia Penner
Envelope Secretary
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THE PARISH STATISTICS
Baptisms

0

Confirmations

5

Carolyn MacGregor
Natasha McCallum
Mackenzie Rouchdy
Tristan Rouchdy
Byanka Parsonage

Weddings

1

Nelani Sivanantham & Christopher Lynch

Funerals

3

John Drew Patterson
Maurice Perron
Edith Robertson

Sunday Eucharists: 49
Sunday Morning Prayer: 2
Average Sunday Morning Attendance: 50
Wednesday Eucharists: 27
Wednesday Morning Prayer: 18
Average Wednesday Noon Attendance: 13
Special Services: 6
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DEACONS REPORT
“Now to the one who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly
far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21
The deacons of the Church of the Epiphany give glory to God for all the faithful servants in our
community who give selflessly of their time, talents, and gifts to serve Christ in this community. We are
both inspired by your commitment and your faith and continue to pray for and support all the work of
Epiphany.
Jean’s diaconal ministry of children’s education and formation culminated in the confirmation of four of
our community members. We welcomed and rejoiced with them as we celebrated their full membership
in the body of Christ, the Church.
Jean took on the role of mentoring Jason as his diaconal training continued in earnest and led his parish
discernment group as they accompanied him in his discernment. We thank that committee for their
dedication to Jason’s vocational discernment and for their encouragement and prayers.
Outside of the parish, Jean serves as a member of the Bishop’s Commission on Ministry (BCOM) as well
as the Convenor of the Diocesan College of Deacons. Jean also is our Safe Church officer, ensuring the
health and safety of all of us as we serve at Epiphany.
Jason was ordained to the vocational (permanent) Diaconate on 29 September (Feast of St. Michael and
All Angels) at Christ Church Cathedral and a large contingent of our community were there to celebrate
this moment in his life and ministry. We rejoice that God has called Jason to our community.
Outside of the parish, Jason teaches full-time at Champlain College in Saint-Lambert where he teaches
gender/sexuality, social justice, religion and ethics. Last year one of his students volunteered at a
community dinner and we give thanks to God for this young person and their willingness to serve God’s
people. In addition, Jason taught an online course at the Montreal School of Theology at McGill
University on the topic of “Christian Theories of Justice.” He also completed the facilitation of the Bible
course at Epiphany that began in the fall of 2018. Jason led an all-day Saturday workshop for our
diocesan Lay Readers Association on the topic of human suffering. Jason was invited by the Altar Guild
to organise a detailed inventory of our sacristies and made a series of recommendations for the Altar
Guild as they continue their important ministry of supporting our worship and stewardship of historical
and sacred items in our church building.
The deacons remain committed to our mission and outreach projects. We are deeply moved by the
generosity of this community and we thank you for your donations of money, food, clothing, and other
items that were distributed to Manna Verdun, St. Michael’s Mission and the Mile End Mission.
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Finally, the deacons welcome the Reverend Amy Hamilton as our priest-in-charge. We have been
helping Amy with the transition and eagerly support her ministry with us.
Your service in this community is a blessing and we are happy to be part of you, serving God alongside
you in the world.
The Reverend Jean Willcocks & the Reverend Dr. Jason B. Crawford
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REPORTS OF PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

MINISTRY OF MUSIC
To the Lord I will sing, I will make melody to the Lord Judges 5:3
Our choir membership remains stable, but we are always looking for new voices! If you enjoy singing and
would like to be a little more involved in Sunday services, please speak to me. All are welcome.
We spent the first part of the year worshipping downstairs while major renovations took place in the
Sanctuary. We moved back upstairs just in time for Easter. It made for a new experience to be in a
different space, but I think all are glad to be back “home” upstairs.
The choir was pleased to present several anthems to the Glory of God this year, and will continue to do so
for special Sundays as well as other times during the year.
Many thanks to Gordon Allen who joined us in worship on Easter Sunday
As always, we would like to thank the congregation for their encouragement and I would like to thank the
choir for their enthusiasm as we continue to bring Glory to God together.
Respectfully submitted,
Steve Gilson, Minister of Music

CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY - VESTRY 2020

16

SUNDAY SCHOOL
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you
with my eye upon you. Psalm 32:88
2019 was a wonderful year for our Sunday School. Three of our young people attended both Sunday
School and Confirmation instruction and were confirmed in a glorious service at the end of April. Natasha
Reason, Tristan Rouchdy, Mackenzie Rouchdy and Carolyn Macgregor received the laying on of hands
by our Bishop Mary Gibson.
Our dedicated and faithful team of educators followed a varied curriculum according to the church season
and ages of the children in attendance.
We give thanks for Wendy McCullough, Meghan McCullough, Barbara McColgan, Susan Johnson,
Evelyn Wakeling and Gail Golan for their love and guidance.
Unfortunately, there were not enough young people to begin Sunday School in September. Whenever
young children are present, they are welcomed into the service and encouraged to participate as they can.
There is also a very child friendly area for children and their parents at the front of the church where they
are free to play and to worship.
Sunday School will resume whenever there are young people who wish to participate.
Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Deacon Jean Willcocks
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ALTAR GUILD
The altar Guild is currently made up of four groups of two: Jim and Lynn Shepherd, Shirley Harbour and
Bernice Clarke, Cornelia Penner and Beverley McCollin-Moore, Betty Brow and Gail Gollan. They
prepare for the Eucharist Service on Sunday, maintain the linens, and appreciates when the congregation
helps clean the silverware, the brass and plaques in the church before Easter and Christmas.
Dr. Jason Crawford was with the Altar Guild for a short while and under his supervision we did an
inventory on the contents of the front and back Sacristies including candlestick holders, crosses, frontals.
A copy of the inventory is on file in the church office.
We are looking for and would welcome additional members to join the Guild.
Respectfully submitted,
Gail Gollan
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THE BUILDING COMMITTEE
Where to start ! It has been a big year for renovations at Epiphany in 2019.
After the work on the roof cavity and insulation at the end of 2018, it was decided that cleaning the whole
church just to have the dust back in a month or so was not worth it, so we continued to worship
downstairs.
The major work done was to demolish the 2 walls in the sanctuary, re-stud them, insulate and put up new
Gyproc, sand and paint. This may sound simple but marrying 2019 techniques, codes and products with a
1923 building took some effort. At the same time, we cleaned up the damage in what was the choir room,
made some changes and it is now Wendy’s office, shared with our Korean brothers and sisters. This was
all mostly covered by the insurance, less the deductible of $5000.00 which the congregation raised
through donations. While we were upstairs in the walls, we added extra electrical outlets and blocking in
the walls should we eventually decide to mount multimedia devices in those spaces. We also added extra
plugs and lighting in the new office.
The “old” office has been converted into a classroom for Reclaim literacy, but we have access to it when
it is not in use; it is still used for counting on Sundays, for example, or small meetings in the evenings.
Other projects tackled at the same time included new lighting downstairs in the big hall and on the stage:
we now have the ability to dim the lighting for special events, and have installed fixtures that use a
fraction of the energy of the old fluorescent ones. We also installed commercial carpeting in the rear
entrance.
With all that had to be done, we did not get back upstairs until Easter, but it was worth it. There are no
water leaks and the insulation has made an improvement to the drafts coming in the side walls. It should
be noted that there was absolutely no insulation in the walls or ceiling when the church extension was
built in 1923.
The building committee wishes to thank the congregation for their continued patience while all the above
work has been going on.
The committee also acknowledges the corporation for their support, and Gordie Melbrew and all those
who work on the upkeep of our church building.
Respectfully submitted
Steve Gilson – for the building committee
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HANDICRAFT GROUP
As part of the seniors ministry at the Church of the Epiphany, the Handicraft and Knit Wits groups
meet on Wednesday afternoons. The members of the Handicraft Group for 2019 were Brenda
DeBenetti, Sandra Emery, Melissa Glen, Gail Gollan, Anne Habbick, Theresa Jones, Wendy
McCullough, Lynn Morgan, Jean Sagan, Lynn Shepherd, Sandra Sorel, Donna Stirling and Revʼd Jean
Willcocks. New members added were Irene Langevin, Beverley McCallum-Moore and Chelsea
Patterson. We also have a long distance member who works from her home in Hamilton, Ontario,
Gayle Emery-Mowforth.
We had an active year making table decorations for our “Welcome” theme anniversary dinner, St.
Patrick dinner and our leaning tower of Pisa theme bowling and spaghetti dinner. At the end of 2019
we began making the decorations for our 10th anniversary dinner in 2020.
We made valentine, Easter and Christmas cards for sale to our congregation. The Handicraft Group
also made the birthday, anniversary and get well cards that are sent out to our Epiphany members
throughout the year.
In addition to the above activities, much of our handicrafts are produced for sale at our annual
bazaars in November and December. Unfortunately, this year we failed to be listed in the special
edition of bazaars and fairs printed in the Gazette. We reached out verbally to confirm our bazaar
dates with everyone we could but this omission caused much confusion with some people thinking
that we no longer were holding our bazaars. In spite of this set back, our sales did not go down and
amazingly the Handicraft and Knit Wits tables raised for the Church of the Epiphany a total of
$1,791.25 . This is exactly the same total as last year!
To cover our expenses, we received a generous $600 grant from the Church of the Epiphany and our
miscellaneous sales throughout the year increased and raised another $334.
As you can see our work provides some practical purposes throughout the year but the real benefit of
our group is in the fellowship and community outreach. We have fun and even learn a new technique
or two. We welcome anyone who wishes to come and spend a Wednesday afternoon with us.
Respectfully submitted,
Anne Habbick
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KNITWITS GROUP
In 2019 the members of the Knit Wits Group were Betty Brow, Brenda DeBenetti, Sandra Emery, Gail
Gollan, Anne Habbick, Theresa Jones, Irene Langevin, Wendy McCullough, Lynn Morgan and Cornelia
Penner. Our group also included two members who worked from home, Gayle Emery-Mowforth and
Cynthia Biggs. Sadly, Cynthia, passed away in October after a courageous battle with pancreatic
cancer. Over the years, Cynthia had donated many hats, scarves and her famous catnip mice toys
which have always been one of our best selling items. In her memory we received a donation to help
purchase supplies for our group. I wish to thank both Gordie Melbrew and Betty Brow for taking on the
duties of “tea man” and “tea lady”. And a very special thank you to Lynn Edwards who gave us many
donations of wool throughout the year.
This year our main projects for the 2019 bazaars were a knitted Nativity Crèche with 8 figures and 5
animals including a handmade stable and a colourful Nautical Flags Afghan. We also made hemp
coasters and eyeglass cases. Betty Brow made a cardigan for our raffle.
In our continuing quest to learn new techniques we had a demonstration by Sandra Emery of making
a knitted lantern ornament. Lessons were also given on Fair Isle and Intarsia knitting by Anne
Habbick. The intarsia technique was especially important in making the Nautical Flags afghan.
As mentioned in the Handicraft Group report out combined tables at the bazaars raised $1,791.25 for
the Church of the Epiphany. To help cover expenses, we shared in the $600 grant from the Church as
well as the $334 of sales revenue.
We welcome everyone to join us on a Wednesday afternoon and even of you have never picked up a
pair of knitting needles we shall be happy to teach you so you can proudly call yourself a Knit Wit!.
Respectfully submitted,
Anne Habbick
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EPIPHANY BOOK CLUB
Operation
Epiphany Book Club celebrated its sixth anniversary in September 2019. We meet on the third
Wednesday of the month from 1:15 to 3:30 p.m. with two seasonal breaks: one for Christmas in
December and another for summer in July and August.
Membership
Our 12 participants this past year included: Nadia Babiak, Brenda Brazier, Debbie Blythe,
Karen Gilson, Anne Habbick, Joyce Laduke, Beverley McCollin-Moore, Wendy McCullough,
Lynn Morgan, Cornelia Penner, Lynn Shepherd, and Jean Willcocks (founder).
Book Selection
Over a picnic in the church courtyard at the end of June, members present suggestions of book
titles that they are interested in reading, presenting and discussing from October to June. A group
vote decides the chosen titles. In order to make the activity affordable, the club tries to select
titles widely available in libraries or in paperback, for those who prefer to purchase their own
copies. Members are responsible to obtain their own books.
Meetings
Each month, a different member presents a book of their choice, facilitates the group discussion,
and provides refreshments of juice and cookies. When book club questions are available online,
they are used to guide the discussion.
Titles and Authors
No Relation by Terry Fallis
Winner of the 2015 Stephen Leacock Medal for Humour, this fun read is about an ad copywriter
who aspires to be a novelist, but suffers from writer’s block. The novel addresses serious issues
with a light touch including identity, inheritance, nepotism, patriarchy, misogyny and feminism.
Small Blessings by Martha Woodroof
Set on a small university campus in Virgina, this romance deals with second chances at life and
love. The story features quirky characters, surprising plot twists, and themes of mental health,
suicide, addiction and blended families.
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Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout
This Pulitzer-prize winning short story cycle is set in a small Maine coastal community. The
town is peopled with characters as complex as the prickly and unforgettable Olive Kitteridge
herself. The book explores many different types of loss. In spite of its realism, it evokes laughter
and is ultimately hopeful.
The Sparrow by Mary Doria Russell
This is a fascinating sci-fi novel that explores themes of colonialism, anthropology and theology.
Eight humans travel to the first alien planet with sentient life, but only one person returns and is
in terrible condition. Our book club was very divided over this novel. Some members were so
upset by the disturbing incidents described that they were unable to complete it; others planned
to read the sequel.
Cross Roads by Wm. Paul Young
A self-made businessman lying comatose in hospital finds himself in another world. He begins a
journey of spiritual and emotional healing during which he learns to break his isolation, live in
community, and participate in the life of God through loving others.
The First Phone Call from Heaven: A Novel by Mitch Albom
The residents of a small town begin receiving phone calls from deceased loved ones and other
departed members of their community. Part mystery, part reflection on faith, and part history of
the invention of the telephone, this book provides food for thought.
García’s Heart: A Novel by Liam Durcan
Montreal neurologist and author, Liam Durcan, took time out of his busy schedule to visit our
book club. He spoke about his writing process and his first novel’s exploration of memory,
mentorship, the practice of medicine, good and evil. His story is told from the viewpoint of a
Montreal doctor who was mentored as a teen by a former Honduran cardiologist. His role model
is later accused of crimes against humanity during the 1980s in Honduras.
Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Novels by Azar Nafisi
This is an Iranian English professor’s memoir about the liberating effect of literature on a group
of oppressed young women. During the Iranian revolution and the Iran-Iraq War, they read
classics of Western literature together. Through their literary studies, they escaped totalitarian
theocracy and terror to the freedom of their imaginations.
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Free Choice Summer Reads
September’s meeting is everyone’s favourite! We take turns sharing a book that each of us
enjoyed reading over the summertime. We receive inspiration for future book club selections as
well as for personal reading.
Everyone is Welcome
Epiphany Book Club is a wonderful fellowship of bibliophiles. We put out the welcome mat for
visitors and new members. Join us to discover new books and authors. Participate in lively
discussions with people of different ages, experiences and opinions. Move outside of your
comfort zone and open yourself up to fresh ideas! Come make new friends and deepen
established relationships while enjoying delicious refreshments.
Respectfully submitted,
Lynn Morgan
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY – ÉGLISE DE L’ÉPIPHANIE
VERDUN – VILLE-ÉMARD
ANGLICAN DIOCESE MONTREAL

4322 rue Wellington
Verdun, QC H4G 1W4
514 769-5373

epiphanyverdun.com
epiphany.verdun@gmail.com
@Epiphany_Verdun
@EpiphanyVerdun
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