Th e C h u rc h o f t h e E p i p h a n y
a parish serving Verdun and Ville Emard

Advent, the arrival of a notable person, a time not so much of simply waiting but a
season of eagerly preparing with one another for the coming again of our Lord, Christ the King.
A time of listening intently to the voice, to the truth, a time of being brought into the light that
illuminates his way for us and all mankind.

epiphany|verdun
Approaching Advent in Hope and in Celebration
Although this season becomes and represents for many a time of preparation for the celebration
of the birth of Christ, in Advent, we prepare to hear Christ’s teachings that bring him to his trial,
his sentence, his death, and with thanksgiving in the eucharist, his resurrection; our promise
for eternal life. And in this we come to know the way of the Lord, the reason why we celebrate
Christmas, the reason why Jesus came to this world to share in our humanity. To the world
Jesus spoke, “For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
epiphany|verdun thanks you for listening Sunday after Sunday to the voice of our lord as we
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immerse ourselves in the Gospel of Christ. How day by day, week to week, month after month
we prepare in waiting for our Lords return, by walking in the way of truth, following Jesus in his
teaching by simply gathering together in community as community. When Jesus was asked what
is the greatest of God’s commandments, he responded with Hear O Israel; which is simply, love
the Lord your God with all your heart, mind and soul, and to love your neighbour as yourself. In
the hustle and bustle of life we can miss these precious moments of sharing our love of God with
our neighbour, and yet we have been blessed by a presence that is seen and felt by many in
Verdun from our location at 4322 Wellington. We have become known by many; political parties
which represent federal, provincial and of course our municipal councillors who are close at hand
and heart. We have entered into partnerships consistently with organizations from within our
community, all with a synergy and energy to care for and serve one another in education and
hospitality with an end to sustainability. Our address 4322 Wellington, has become synonymous
with love for our neighbour, a place of refuge from the cold; the coldness of humanity that pulls
down rather than lifts up. In solidarity, our persona is linked to the universal commandment of
our faith, to love each other.

Our Sunday services are a time of giving thanks for what the Lord is doing in and through us, a
time to praise the name of the Lord, but also a time in prayer to seek the vision God has for us
and his people of Verdun. This continues at our Wednesday noon services followed by a warm
lunch. And each Wednesday at 1:15, around a circle of fellowship, the Knitwits create items for
the bazaars, the Handicrafts supplement our sales and dinners with beautiful and practical
decorations and gifts. And our bookclub gathers to look passionately at literary pieces that
encourage and empower. This year a new education series was developed; Got Bible? We look
forward to this continuing in the months to come as it encourages others to take their place as
educators, disciples and teachers. We remain thankful for the indigenous ministry of Revd Annie
Ittoshat as she reaches out to the Inuit community of Verdun and Montréal, many who are a long
way from home and family.
Monday to Thursday the lifelong learning centre encourages adults to embrace reading;
something many can take for granted. We are grateful to RECLAIM Literacy for this community
partnership with all they have done to change the landscape of our church and the people we
collectively serve, especially our Thursday lunches. Also during the week, we continue to foster
relationships with other organizations who are called to uplift and encourage the love of one
another and this earth we share. Cine-Verdun is an initiative of a few people who dreamed of
bringing aﬀordable and relevant documentary films to the people of Verdun. However to further
the depth of the film, discussions follow with the film directors and producers along with local
consultants and experts. Our first projections on Monday evenings and the Saturday matinées,
which included children films, have been very successful in reaching all demographics of Verdun;
and we serve popcorn! Tuesday evenings we welcome a chef who teaches a Vegan workshop.
They focus on how to enjoy eating right on a budget. Thursday evenings we welcome roughly
fifty youth, 12-18 years old in leadership training with the Verdun cadets, each one preparing to
be ready to serve their community. We continue to work along side CCS with their Growing
Together group for parents of toddlers and we hope to resume our seniors Yoga in the new year.
Our building is also open for rentals from the many organizations in Verdun; social groups that
love our location and premises. This spring our community garden will be expanded through a
partnership with a Verdun garden coordinator, Un plant de tomate à la fois. They are excited to
work with our other services who will benefit from the education and from the many harvests.
We encourage you as members of Epiphany to join in to welcome and host them. Stay tuned
through our media pages to learn about the many events happening in our church building.
We ask you to pray for Epiphany as we move forward in faith, and to consider your financial
support with your givings and oﬀerings now and for the new year. We are indeed called to
prepare the way of the Lord; one life, one soul at a time. Over these next few weeks search your
heart in hope, peace and faith with the love of Jesus. Please continue to support the ministry
opportunities we have been blessed with here on Wellington street. You may donate in person,
or through our online-giving found on our social media pages; either through the web or by
Facebook. Scroll through the list to find your favourite cause, including our building fund.
Brian and Joyce

On behalf of our corporation, we wish you a pleasant and blessed Advent, one that prepares us
all for a joyful Christmas of celebration, one that gives thanks for our promise of eternal peace.
Revd Brian and Joyce Perron
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